
 
 

A HUMANISTIC CLASSROOM IN THE ICT ERA 
SESSIONS ABSTRACTS  AND BIODATAS 

 
Séamus O’Muircheartaigh     INSPIRING LEARNERS TO SHINE 
Biodata  
Séamus works as a trainer and coach in educational and business contexts. He is a Coach U and 
Corporate Coach U certified graduate and a certified Trainer in the Applications of NLP in 
Education, Coaching and Business through Christina Hall, a co-owner of the Society of 
NLP. Séamus designs and delivers a wide variety of innovative courses, programmes and 
trainings in Coaching and NLP for educational organisations including the Practitioner in the 
Applications of NLP in Education as well as teacher training, coaching and mentoring.  
Session Abstract  
In this session I plan to look at what it means to be a charismatic and inspirational teacher and 
trainer and how you can put that into practice. I will also look at how the word INSPIRE can act 
as a useful acronym for some of the key characteristics of a successful language learner and 
you will come away with a practical list of tips and strategies on how you can help your 
learners be more independent and shine in their learning both inside and outside the 
classroom. (I look forward to seeing you there) 
 
 
JENNIFER SCHMIDT   “PROMOTING CREATIVE THINKING THROUGH MUSIC AND MOVEMENT” 
Biodata 
Jennifer Schmidt has been a collaborator in the Teach and Learn program at the University of 
Alcalá for the past 10 years. She teaches master’s level courses on learning theory, advanced 
teaching methods, and curriculum design. She is a specialist in CLIL, Project-Based Learning 
and Growth Mindset. She trains teachers at centers of formation in all parts of Spain and offers 
online teacher coaching. http://www.thecogentconstruct.com 
Abstract 

Seminar: “Promoting Creative Thinking through Music and Movement” 
Do you or do you know someone that plays and instrument,  sings, or dances? What are some 
of the positive aspects that you admire in that person? Does that person possess skills that 
show up in other areas of life?! If music and dance help people to cultivate skills, why not 
include more of it in our schools. You do not have to be a musician or dancer to use it as a 
teaching tool. If you like music and dance, that is good enough. There are many ways teachers 
can use these to promote creative thinking and self-expression in the classroom. 
 

 

MARK MEREDITH     GETTING THE MOST OUT OF COLLABORATION IN THE CLASSROOM 

Biodata: 
MARK MEREDITH began teaching English in Spain in 2010. He holds a Trinity DipTesol and is 
currently a Teacher Trainer for Cambridge University Press. Since arriving in Spain he has 
taught primary and secondary students, future university students on pre-sessional courses 
and has run a variety of professional English courses for adults. 
 
Abstract 
A lot has been said about how effective collaboration is in the classroom but what does that 
mean in our contexts. In this session we will look at the benefits of collaboration in depth, 
ways of getting the most out of collaborative tasks in the secondary classroom and different 
techniques to make sure our teenage learners are participating. 

http://www.thecogentconstruct.com/


 
 
 

ZACHARY HAPPEL ICTS (INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES) AS A 
PERSONAL LEARNING PATH TOOL 
Biodata 

Zachary Happel holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish linguistics from Missouri State University. 

In his years in Spain, Zachary has worked as a teacher, translator and interpreter, and now as 

an academic consultant with Amco Iberia. This current role involves collaboration with schools 

throughout Spain and Portugal to help them meet personalized English-language objectives, 

in-class accompaniment and feedback with teaching staff, and continued assistance via 

consultancy sessions and teacher training and follow-up. 

Abstract: Digitalizar el aula no significa deshumanizarlo. Las TICS, como cualquier otro recurso 

para el aprendizaje, puede llegar a ser un excelente elemento motivador para presentar a 

l@salumn@s retos que conlleven trabajo en equipo, reflexión y resolución de problemas en un 

contexto gamificado. 

Abstract: Digitalizing our classrooms doesn’t mean dehumanizing them. ICTs, like any other 

learning tool, can be an excellent motivator to present our students with challenges that entail 

teamwork, reflection, and problem solving in a gamified context.  

 

JO SINTES    There is no failure, only feedback  

Abstract 

There is no failure only FEEDBACK….Robert Allen.  

The teaching skills we need today are very different to what we needed years 

ago.  One of these skills that can impact our student’s progress is how to give 

effective feedback.  

 In this talk we will define what feedback is and why it is an important skill to have as a 21st 

century teacher.  We will look at the different types of feedback that exist and how to give 

EFFECTIVE feedback to your students in order to enhance their learning process. You will be 

able to self-reflect in the aim to improve as professionals and get better results from your 

students. 

BIODATA 

Jo Sintes is an experienced language teacher having taught English in Spain for over 20 years at 

all school levels and In-company.  She is an experience trainer and a qualified NLP Practitioner 

and Life/Executive coach:  She now works as an Bilingual Consultant with the University of 

Dayton Publishing/ SM working closely with schools helping them develop in areas of 

bilingualism and ELT. 

 



 

 

CHRISTOPHER FOREMAN    Game of Phones; using MALL to generate student interest  

Biodata: After graduating from the University of Kent with a degree in Social Anthropology and 
Spanish, Christopher moved to Madrid and immersed himself into the world of teaching 
English as a foreign language. He now works as a consultant for Edebé/Express Publishing and 
gives talks and training sessions to teachers, his promotion of new technologies and new 
methodologies mean that teachers are constantly expanding their skill set and the resources 
they have available to them. For Christopher, the Golden Rule in ELT is motivation, which he 
regards as the difference between success and failure.  
 
Abstract: In this talk we will be exploring the somewhat underrated topic of MALL (Mobile  
Assisted Language Learning), which is basically; 'Howcan we use our mobile phones to help our 
students improve their English?'. Research shows that we can really get the best out of our 
students' social skills, creativity and cooperative capabilities when we incorporate mobile 
technology into our classrooms, not to mention the benefits for our kinasthetic learners. Our 
instincts as teachers however tell us that anything to do with phones is a disaster waiting to 
happen! The aim here is to change that opinion and with that end, teachers will leave this 
session with concrete ideas that they will be able put into practice with their students the 
following day, whether for literature purposes, vocabulary revision or for group research 
projects, ELT learners of all ages will be able to enjoy the dynamic nature of MALL activities.  
 
 
BRYAN ENGQUIST – Connecting with the video generation  

Biodata 

BRIAN ENGQUIST has spent over 25 years as an English teacher and teacher trainer. He often 

speaks about Blended Learning, advances in technology applied to education, assessment, and 

the evolving roles of teachers and students in this landscape. He works as Teacher Training 

Department Manager for Spain and Portugal. 

Abstract   CONNECTING WITH THE VIDEO GENERATION  
For entertainment, interacting with friends, or just trying to make sense of the world they live 
in, the medium of choice for today’s teens is video. The implications for our classes are clear: If 
we want to engage with them and help them learn more effectively, video is a vital ingredient. 
But which videos should we choose? How can we best present them in our classes to make 
them both fun and educational? And what tools are available to get our students to actively 
produce their own videos? In this session we will provide practical examples and activities to 
deal with these and other questions. 
 

ACTO GENERAL-CONFERENCIA 

JAVIER M. VALLE 

Coordinador del Grupo de Investigación sobre “Política Educativa Supranacional” “El nuevo 

perfil competencial docente… ”Milennial Teachers” 

El nuevo perfil competencial docente… 

«Millenial Teachers»  


